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CVC clears path for picking
lIT-Kharagpur director

Gives clean chit to Prof Chakrabarti in Coalnet scam

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEW DELHI, JULY 25

HE Central Vigilance
I Commission (CVC) on
Thursday finally gave the
nod to the HRD Ministry to ap-
point Prof Partha Pratim
Chakrabarti as director of IIT-
Kharagpur. Top government
sources said the CVC gave the pro-
fessor a virtual clean chit in the
Coalnet scam. Keeping in mind the
minor penalty recommended
against him, the CVC also asked
the ministry to ‘advise’ the profes-
sor tobe more careful in future.
Sources said the ministry will
follow the CVC advice and for-
mally appoint him as II'T-Kharag-
pur director. The CVC nod came
amid nationwide protests by fac-
ulty, alumni and students of the in-
stitute. They had also threatened to
move court if there was any delay in
the appointment  process.
Chakrabarti’s elevation comes just

ahead of the II'T-Kharagpur con-
vocation scheduled for July 27, to
be presided over by HRD Minister
M M Pallam Raju.

Though an HRD Ministry
panel had suggested his name in
July 2012, Chakrabarti’s appoint-
ment ran into trouble over his al-
leged role in the Coalnet scam that
involved computerisation of Coal
India and its subsidiaries between
2001 and 2004. Since May 2013,
the issue has been pending before
the CVC.

Meanwhile, ITT-Kharagpur is
likely to send memos to ITT-Patna
director Prof A N Bhowmick and
Prof R N Banerjee, seeking their
reply tocharges against them in the
scam. Sources said the institute will
alsosetup a departmental inquiry
committee.

The CVC had earlier sought
action against  Bhowmick,
Chakrabarti and Banerjee based
on CBI recommendations. How-
ever, the CBI had recommended

a minor penalty against
Chakrabarti on the basis of his re-
sponse to a query posed by Coal
India in 2004.

The HRD Ministry has argued
that this was more a result of a
‘bona fide mistake’. A section of
people, however, believe that
Chakrabarti’sletter was misleading
and amounted to protecting the in-
terests of his other colleagues.

The Pallam Raju-led ministry
hasbacked Chakrabarti, disagree-
ing with the minor penalty clause
that calls for a censure or holding
back one increment. It pointed out
that it was Bhowmick and Baner-
jee who entered into the contract
to outsource Coalnet computerisa-
tion and Chakrabarti neither had a
role in this process nor was he a
beneficiary. IIT-Kharagpur too

_backed Chakrabarti. The Board
- of Governors twice gave clean chit

to him. The ministry had on May 7
submitted its report to CVC,
favouring his appointment.
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PP GHAKRABARTI
SET T0 BECOME
IIT-GP DIRECTOR

Vanita Srivastava
= vanita.shrivastava@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: A major hurdle for the
appointment of PP Chakrabarti

i ia ND 26-Jul-13 as [IT-Kharagpur director was
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ance of a suitable administrative
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Top'—court transfers to itself pleaec
on IIT admission from AP HC

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Thursday dlrected
transferring to its bench a.ll

petitions relating to admis-
sions in Indian Institute of .
Technology pending in the
Andhra Pradesh High Court. A e

“The transfer petmon is allowed;, a bench compnsmg
Chief Justice P Sathasivam and Justice Ranjan Gogoi said.

The petition was filed by the organising chairman of
Joint Entrance Examination (JEE) (advanced) 2013, IIT-
Delhi, seeking that all petitions pending in the Andhra
Pradesh High Court on admissions to IIT be shifted to
the apex court.

An advocate associated with the matter said there

are more petitions pending in other High Courts and

applications would be filed for their transfer also to the
apex court.
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We will analyse JEE 2013
results for next year: Raju

Vanita Srivastava
= vanita.shrivastava@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government will
make a detailed analysis of the
results of the Joint Entrance
Exam (JEE) 2013 to see whether
the goals for which the format
was changed have been met,
HRD minister Pallam Raju said.

“We will certainly do an anal-
ysis of the 2013 results to assess
whether we have achieved the
goals we wanted to by changing
the format — whether more
children from rural areas had
benefitted due to the weight-
age given to the school grades,
whether more girls have been
able to get admission or whether
coached students have retained
their edge. Let us do a detailed
analysis and see whether we
have actually balanced. Only
after that we can arrive at a
conclusion whether a change
is required next year or not,”
Raju told HT.

The pattern for the JEE
exam for admission to IITs
was changed this year to a two
staged exam — JEE (mains)
and JEE (advanced). Only the
top L5 lakh students from JEE
(mains) were allowed to appear
for the JEE (advanced).

Till last year there was a sin-

gle exam for admission to IITs.

Admitting that 79 students
had been denied admission to
[I'Ts because of ‘confusion’ in the
cut-offs, he said, “I would have
been equally concerned if it had
affected just one student. But
the matter is now in the court.”

JAB MEET TO DISCUSS
JEE 2014 PATTERN

The Joint Admission Board
(JAB) will meet on August
18 to discuss the pattern that
should be adopted for JEE 2014.

Following this, the IIT Council

chaired by HRD minister is
likely to meet on September
3 to take a final decision for
next year.

- The JAB is a body which

‘looks after the admission pro-

cess for IITs. The meeting
chaired by IIT Delhi director RV
Shevgaonkar hopes to come up
with a solution to the problems
faced under the new pattern.
It will also discuss whether

a two stage exam is required
or not and also whether the 20
percentile eligibility should con-
tinue for 2014. A detailed report
on JEE 2013 will be discussed.

- JABwillgiveits inputs to the
IIT Council meet on September
3, which will finally decide on
next year’s pattern.

Muddle over NIT
seat allotment

NEW DELHI: After merit vio-
lations and tech glitches,
students taking admission
to National Institutes

of Technology (NITSs)
faced another setback on
Tuesday when the seats
they were allotted to were
changed without prior
notice.

“My daughter was first
allotted NIT Allahabad,
but when I reached
the reporting center at
Allahabad I was told that
it was changed to IIIT
Gwalior. When I reached
Gwalior station and
checked on the net her
seat had once again been
changed to Allahabad,”
said Sanjay Seth, a par-
ent. Several other stu-
dents faced similar prob-
lems when they reached
the reporting centers

Another parent added,
“There has been no trans-
parency in NIT admis-
sions this year. The rules...
have been violated.” HTC
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SC transfers to itself pleas
on HT admission from AP HC

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JULY 25

The Supreme Court on
Thursday directed trans-
ferring to itself all peti-
tions relating to admis-
sions to the Indian
Institute of Technology
(IITY pending in the
Andhra Pradesh high
court. A bench compris-
ing Chief Justice P
Sathasivam and Justice
Ranjan Gogoi allowed the

transfer petition filed by
the organising chairman
of JEE (advanced) 2013,
IT-Delhi. The plea sought
that all petitions pending
in the AP HC on admis-
sions to IIT be shifted to
the top court. An advocate
associated with the matter
said there are more peti-
tions pending in other
high courts and applica-
tions for their transfer

will also be filed before the
top court. i
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Apex court rejects review plea against AICTE verdict

MBA, MCA coursesdonotneed feomer " """

Universi-  courseisatechnical education, a-vis universities is only advi-
“We have considered the tyin Tamil Nadu.

prior approval from council

NEW DELHI: A Supreme
Court verdict that it is not

dasan University an
maniam Sundaranar
averments in the review peti-  The collegeshad challenged a technical course within the

‘ tions. Having regard tothefacts ~ an order passed by the Madras ~ definition of the AICTE Act,” has no authority empowering
technical one. Though the andissues involved, in our opin-  High Court, which according the bench had said.

d Manon-  the AICTE to show that MBA ther said the role of AICTE vis-

we hold that MBA courseisnot - sory, recommendatory, and
one of providing guidance and

it to issue or enforce any sanc-
MCA was a technical course, ion, no case for review is made  to them, wrongly interpreted  With regard to the MCA tions byitself.
mandatory for affiliated col- the AICTEs role could be ad- out. Thereisnoerrorintheim- the provisions of the AICTE  course, it had said: “The same = The court had found merit
leges of a university to take visory only, the court had pugned order. Hence, the re- Act, 1987, and held that even is a technical education and in the arguments then ad-
prior approval fromthe All  added.

dict got a stam
MBA and MCA courseshas  Tuesday

5 view petitions are dismissed,”
The apex court’s April ver- the bench said in its brief order

though the university was not therefore, it comes within the vanced by the colleges that the
required to take permission i i

ot regulation 2000, bring-
pofapprovalon following in-chamber hearing, from the AICTE to run MCA tion but forits proper conduct ing MCA and MBA courses

definition of technical educa- AICTE

when abenchof Jus-  The AICTE, regulator for and MBA courses, theaffiliated ~ of courses and regulation the within its purview of the defi-
attained finality withthere- tices B S Chauhan and V hig|

Jection of a plea seeking its Gopala Gowda, which had de-

review petition.

of appeals filed by some affili- 2(g) of the Al
that the MBA course was not a A curative petition, however, L5 -

“As per definition of ‘techni- and for the same, a note shail

her technical education, colleges are required to doso.  role of AICTE mustbeadvisory nition technical education,
wanted a review of the verdict

A livered the judgment, declined  which was passed on a bunch cal education’
The apex court had ruled the

could not be given effect to
under Section be given to the UGC foritsim- sinceit had notbeen placed be-

CTE Actandnon  plementation by it but not the fore the Parliament. -

ated colleges under Bharathi- - production of any material by AICTE.” The bench had fur- DH News Service
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Muddle over NIT
seat allotment

NEW DELHI: After merit vio-
lations and tech glitches,
students taking admission
to National Institutes

of Technology (NITs)
faced another setback on
Tuesday when the seats
they were allotted to were
changed without prior
notice.

“My daughter was first
allotted NIT Allahabad,
but when I reached
the reporting center at
Allahabad I was told that
it was changed to III'T
Gwalior. When I reached
Gwalior station and
checked on the net her
seat had once again been
changed to Allahabad,”
said Sanjay Seth, a parent.
Several other students
faced similar problems
when they reached the
reporting centers

Another parent added,
“There hasbeen no trans-
parency in NIT admis-
sions this year. The rules...
have been violated.” HTC
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“Indians hit as

US varsity to
shut down

THE University of Northern Vir-
ginia has been ordered to shut
down with immediate effect,
leaving a large number of Indian
students stranded and jeopardis-
Ing their academic career.

The State Council of Higher Edu-
cation for Virginia in an order
dated July 16, which was made
public last week, said the Univer-
sity of Northern Virginia, which
calls itself the most popular
American university for students
from India, must cease opera-
tions Immediately as a post-sec-
ondary institution.

Significant number of

~ students from India
M

Given that the University of
Northern Virginia (UNV) has a sig-
nificantly large number of for-
eign students, mostly from India,
the State Council of Higher Edu-
cation for Virginia has asked
these students with F-1 visas to
approach the Department of
Homeland Security with issues
related to immigration and
optional practical training.

The now closed university has
been asked to provide informa-
tion regarding students’ aca-
demic and financial records.

" UNV, which was once run by a
‘chancellor who reportedly main-
- tained a sex dungeon, was raided

by the FBI and the Immigration
and Customs Enforcement in July
2011. At that time the university
had more than 2,000 students,
majority of them being Indians.
Last week, there were some 500
students, with a significant num-
ber of them from India. PTI
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Travel time, urban mess
increasing pollution: Study

Darpan Singh

NEW DELHI: Every time the
detours near Nehru Place fly-
over in south Delhi prompt you
to drive instead of walk, around
400 times more carbon emis-
sions are produced.

The government may be
gloating over the massive
car-centric infrastructure it is
creating in the Capital but the

spree and the overall city design
has turned Delhi into an urban
sprawl, leading to increased
distances. This has promoted
wrongtravel choices, resulting
in more congestion and pollu-
tion, experts at the Centre for
Science and Environment said.

Flyovers, signal-free cor-
ridors and foot overbridges
obstruct and destroy movement
patterns needed to promote
walkers, cyclists and public
transport. Detours caused by
these car-centric infrastructure
increase because small
walkable trips are replaced by

PROBLEMS & SOLUTIONS

longer trips, mostly on motor-
ized vehicles, the experts said.

They also warned that invest-
ments in the Metro system and
buses would be wasted as the
city’s design did not promote
walking and cycling.

Delhi government’s own
estimation shows vehicular
emission accounts for half of
the carbon dioxide level in the
city. An IIT Delhi study shows
the emissions may increase by
526% by 2030.

Speaking at an event on
transport and climate, Sunita
Narain, CSE director general,
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decides how we travel. Getti
the design right is the key”

CSE'’s executive director for
msem:handadvocacyAmnmta
Roychowdhury chipped in by
saying that places in compact
cities could be covered by
walking, cycling or on a bus.
“Urban sprawls require cars,”
Roychowdhury said.

Delhi has a population of
about 17 million; about 1% of
them live in Lutyen’s zone. This
has been pushing growth to
periphery and increasing dis-
tances and car dependency.



RASHME SEHGAL
NEW DELHI, JULY 25

With Indian cities getting
bigger, the average travel
distance within the city
space is rising rapidly
causing increasing con-
gestion and air pollution.

Specific studies done
across cities confirms
how transportation is
contributing to rising car-
bon  dioxide levels.
Already, transportation
in Delhi is contributing to
half the carbon dioxide in
the city. A recent IIT
Delhi study has conclud-
ed that if this trend is not
halted, emissions will
increase by 526 per cent
by 2030.

The Centre for Science
and Environment invited

| TREND
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Tratfic in chaos as cities shrink space

experts to showcase glob-
al good practices. Fabio
Duarte, professor at the
graduate programme of
urban management in
Curitiba, Brazil, empha-
sised how the successful
implementation of BRT
programme helped trans-
form transportation in
the city.

“The success of
Curitiba BRT has not
been a matter of buses
but of combining urban
development with trans-
portation planning,” said
Mr Duarte.

S.S. Bajaj, vice-chair-
man, Naya Raipur
Development Authority,
highlighted how this new
Greenfield city was being
developed to ensure sus-
tainable mobility for a

projected population of 50
lakh people.

Li Minwel, an engineer
with the Beijing
Transportation Research
Centre in China,
described the strict
decongestion measures
taken to cut down the
number of new vehicles
plying in the city. New car
licences are issued only
for a period of six months

to be renewed every three
months, he pointed out.

The example of
California was also cited
on how to per capita emis-
sions are to be reduced by
7 per cent by 2020 and 15
per cent by  2035.
California’s 18
Metropolitan Planning
Organisations were asked
to develop a regional
strategy for reducing
vehicle miles travelled
and those regions which
complied received addi-
tional funding.

The CSE said one of the
difficulties with Delhi
was that it had sparsely
populated central core,
compared to other promi-
nent global cities, forcing
its middle-class to live a t
the periphery increasing
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travel distances and car
dependency. Citing specif-
ic examples of how infra-
structure like flyovers
and signal-free corridors
impacts travel distances,
a CSE assessment shows
how a walking trip
replaced by a car trip
near Nehru Place flyover
because of the detours
increased CO2 emissions
by 434 gram/person trip.
In Gurgaon, replace-
ment of direct walking
access to Metro station at
Iffco Chowk or MG Road
increased walking dis-
tance by 800 metres. If
replaced by a motorable
trip, it increased the trav-
el distance by 4 to 5 times
and the resultant CO2
emissions went up to 504
gram/person trip.

*Inly, TCS and IBM still remain favourites among IT students

For asplrants it's brand over salary

New Delhi, July 25: When
it comes to employment,
many aspirants give
more weightage to the
brand image of a compa-
ny and job profile than
the salary package, a sur-
vey shows.

The survey by First-
naukri.com, a portal for
campus hiring, also fou-
nd that BE/B.Tech IT stu-
dents prefer IBM for
employment, followed by
TCS and Infosys. “Job
profile and brand image
of the company continue
to rule the choice in com-
parison to salary package
during placements,” acc-
ording to the survey.

The findings are based

on questions e-mailed to
jobseekers registered
with the portal. It covered
BE/B.Tech, BBA, BCA,
B.Sc, non-IT engineers,

finance and computer sci-
ence graduates and post-
graduate students.
“Infosys, TCS and IBM
still remain the big giants

in campus placements for

IT students. It is interest-

ing to note that the stu-

dents are keener for a

good job profile rather

than a fat salary pack-
age,” Firstnaukri.com

Business Head Deepali

Singh said.

For non-IT engineers,
the Defence Research and
Development Organisat-
ion (DRDO) and L&T are
the most preferred bra-
nds, followed by Tata
Motors and Tata Steel,
the report said.

Among MBA and MCA
students, it said that
Coca-Cola and Bharti
Airtel emerged as the pre-
ferred employers, fol-

lowed by Pepsi and
Samsung.

Meanwhlle, according
to another global study
from human capital solu-
tions firm CareerBuilder,
revealed that companies
around the world have at
least one thing in com-
mon: difficulty filling in-
demand jobs as organisa-
tions struggle to find
qualified candidates.

In India, the positions
that take the longest to fill
include IT mana-
ger/network administra-
tor, computer program-
mer, accountant, engi-
neer, administrative assi-
tant/ and marketing pro-
fessional. — PTI



Page 12 of 12

Statesman ND 26-Jul-13 p-12




